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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 00277 121517Z 
ACTION IO-14 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 CG-00 DLOS-09 
OES-07 AID-05 CEQ-01 SOE-02 EPA-04 L-03 NSF-02 
NSC-05 PM-05 USIA-15 SS-15 SP-02 DOE-11 INT-05 
/137 W 

129043 121559Z/44 

R 112227Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5675 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 0277 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PORG, AORG, EWWT, IMCO, CO 

SUB J : ADMINISTRATIVE INITIATIVES IN TANKER SAFETY AND POLLUTION 
PREVENTION PREPARATIONS FOR PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE IN LONDON, 
FEBRUARY6-17, 1978 

REF: 77 STATE 296444 

1 . EMBOFF SPOKE WITH CAPTAIN TORRES, MINISTERIO DE DEFENSA 
WHO IS THE GOC OFFICIAL CHARGED WITH IMCO AFFAIRS. TORRES 
STATED THAT HE PARTICIPATED IN THE MEETING HELD LAST NOVEMBER 
AND WAS NOT PLANNING TO ATTEND THE IMCO MEETING IN LONDON 

THIS FEBRUARY . THE GOC WOULD PROBABLY BE REPRESENTED BY A MEMBER 
OF THE COLOMBIAN EMBASSY IN LONDON. 

2. CAPT. TORRES WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE U.S. PROPOSALS ON THIS 
SUBJECT AND HE SAID THAT, WHILE THE GOC AGREED IN PRINCIPLE 
WITH THEM, IT SEEMED TO HIM THAT ON THIS SUBJECT THE U.S. 

WAS ASSUMING A QUOTE UNILATERAL POSTURE UNQUOTE. 

THE GOC WILL BEGIN STUDYING THE PROPOSALS SERIOUSLY IN 
ORDER TO PREPARE THEIR OFFICIAL POSITION. 

3. IN CONVERSATION, CAPT. TORRES STATED THAT COLOMBIA WAS, 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 00277 121517Z 

IN EFFECT, AT THE MERCY OF OLD AND DILAPIDATED TANKERS PLYING 
THE WATERS OFF ITS COASTS AND THAT SOMETHING MUST BE DONE 
TO PROTECT COLOMBIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS AND SEA COASTS. 

THERE HAVE BEEN TANKER ACCIDENTS OFF COLOMBIAN COASTS IN THE PAST 
AND THESE ACCIDENTS HAVE RESULTED IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
DAMAGE AND IN AT LEAST ONE CASE REPARATION FOR THIS DAMAGE 
HAS NOT BEEN FORTHCOMING. 
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4. CAPT. TORRES SAID THE HE WOULD CONTACT EMBOFF IF ANY 
QUESTIONS AROSE ABOUT THE U.S. PROPOSALS. 

ASENCIO 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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